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Washington -If Secretary of State Henry Kissinger's Middle East peace mission 
succeeds this time when it failed so abysmally in March, millions of Americans had 
better ask thewselves why. The first answer they'll get, and it will be true, is that 
President Ford has taken the political gamble of putting more pressure on Israel than 


any U.S. president since Israel was created. 


The second answer, equally true, is that Ford and Kissinger have courted the 
Egyptians with more sophistication than any administration since Esenhower let 
John Foster Dulles foul up the Aswan Darn deal and gave a paranoid and egotistical 


Gamal Abdul Nasser an excuse to jump into bed with the Russians. 


But the answer no one will likely mention is that the United States is buying 
Kissinger's "success" on this mission, and it is going to cost Americans billions of 


dollars. 


We have an intensely emotional situation. The Arabs refuse to admit that they still 
are in no position to destroy Israel militarily, and the Israelis won't face the fact that 
every so-called military victory weakens them and runs against them in the long run. 
Our pressures this time might better be described as bribes, we are literally paying 
Israel and Egypt to do what both ought to do merely in the name of sanity or 


survival. 


Egypt needs meat and bread, sugar and coffee, and all the other staples of a modern 
human existence. This new "interim agreement" involves a U.S. pledge to give 


Egypt many millions of dollars worth of economic assistance. 


But the Egyptians are amateurs when it comes to milking a us government fearful of 
another Middle East War, another Arab oil embargo, and possible Middle East 
intervention by the Soviet Union. The Israelis are way ahead of the Arabs and 


exacting a reward for doing what they need to do. 


As a bonus for being "nice," the United States is going to give Israel a vast number 
of new-generation fighter planes and bombers, the Lance missile, a thouand laser 


bombs -all this part of an economic-military aid package worth almost $3 billion. 


And there has not yet been a mumbling word in print about what Gen. Mordechai 


Gur, the Israeli chief of staff, told me on my recent visit to Israel. 


"We need a new sophisticated communications system that will 
make it impossible for those Soviet trawlers off our shores to 
decode Israeli messages to our armed forces and other countries. 


The system we need will cost at least a billion dollars." 


Let's assume that this Sinai agreement gives three years of peace before the 
Egyptians put on the pressure for further Israeli withdrawals. The total cost to the 
United States for this war-free period may run as high as $6 to $7 billion for Israel, 
$3 billion to the Egypgtians and other Arabs, and several millions for US technicians 


to man early warning systems. 


And somewhere during that three-year hiatus in the Sinai, Syria and Jordan will 
press Israel for withdrawals from the Golan Heights and the West Bank. Uncle Sam 


again will have to dole out the green-back lollipops. 


This country will wind up spending a lot more to preserve a semi-peace in the 
Middle East than on revenue sharing at home, or on housing programs, or on efforts 
to desegregate and improve our school systems so as to prevent race war-fare in our 


Houstons, Detroits and Denvers. 


